
v

CONTENTS

Foreword to the second edition by Patricia Lewis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   ix
Foreword to the first edition by Lansana Kouyate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . xiii
Acknowledgements  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . xv
About the authors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . xvii

Introduction
Peace-building and practical disarmament:
beyond states, with civil society
Anatole Ayissi and Robin Edward Poulton   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

From a “War of Liberation” to a “Battle of Annihilation”  . . . . . 1
Keeping faith in peace   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Beyond the State: building peace with civil society   . . . . . . . . . 3
UNIDIR research on micro-disarmament

and peace-building in West Africa  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
UNIDIR and civil society organizations working in partnership

with the governmental sector  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Content of the papers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Concluding remarks   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

Chapter 1
Background to the conflict (1961–1991): what went wrong and why?
Joe A. D. Alie  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

Sierra Leone: the making of a tragedy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
What went wrong and why  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
The politics of systematic exclusion  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27
Lapses in state security   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32
Conclusion   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34



vi

Chapter 2
The long road to peace: 1991–1997
Abubakar Kargbo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37

Making war and talking peace  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37
The Abidjan Peace Accord and the AFRC coup d’état  . . . . . . . 39
The revival of the peace process  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42
The Lomé Peace Agreement  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46
Conclusion   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47

Chapter 3
Bound to cooperate: peacemaking and power-sharing in Sierra Leone
Chris Squire  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49

The theatre of the civil conflict: descent into chaos  . . . . . . . . . 50
What next? Options for peace and fears for the future   . . . . . . 57
Bound to cooperate: the shifting sands

in the Lomé river bed   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63

Chapter 4
Arms smuggling, a challenging issue for the
customs service in post-war Sierra Leone
Nat J. O. Cole   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67

Role of the customs service in a democratic state   . . . . . . . . . . 67
Undermining of customs during the war   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68
Importance of customs in arms control and

arms regulation policy in post-war Sierra Leone  . . . . . . . . . 69
Challenges for the customs service in post-war Sierra Leone   . . 70

Chapter 5
Arms regulation, a challenging issue for the police force
in post-war law and order enforcement
J. P. Chris Charley   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73

Institutional undermining of the police   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73
Sierra Leone Police Force in distress   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74
Local Needs Policing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76



vii

Disarmament, the police and civil society  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79
What to do?   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81
Conclusion   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83

Chapter 6
Arms control policy under threat: dealing with the plague of corruption
Abdulai Bayraytay   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85

Institutionalizing corruption  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85
The great illusion of the NPRC interregnum  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86
War and small arms proliferation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87
No one is innocent  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89
The new start has not yet begun   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91
People against corruption: civil society action  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94
Conclusion   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96

Chapter 7
Peace by other means: the missing link in DDR programmes
Michael Foray   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101

What went wrong: the politics of bad governance  . . . . . . . . . . 101
The rebel war and rebel peace   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104
Looking within   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105
Beyond disarmament   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109
Conclusion   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112

Chapter 8
Disarmament, demobilization and reintegration
in post-war Sierra Leone
Francis Kai-Kai  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115

Overview of the DDR programme   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115
Programme implementation   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 119
Challenges to the DDR programme  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 122
Strategies for the future  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126



viii

Chapter 9
Community-based disarmament and post-conflict peace-building
Isaac Lappia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131

First steps toward disarmament and peace-building  . . . . . . . . . 132
How people are disarming   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134
Recommendations   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137

Chapter 10
Women against weapons: a leading role for women in disarmament
Binta Mansaray   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141

Women and politics in Sierra Leone: tools and victims   . . . . . . 141
Women affected by war   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143
The role of women in armed conflict   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145
Women and peacemaking in Sierra Leone   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 151
The role of women in peace-building   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 157
Women against weapons in West Africa:

an agenda for peace-building  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159

Chapter 11
A price for peace? Justice and reconciliation in post-war Sierra Leone
Joe A. D. Alie  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165

Crime and war   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165
Crime and punishment  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 169
The compromise: a truth and reconciliation commission  . . . . . 174
The application of justice   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 176
Objective and functions of the commission  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 178
What type of justice do Sierra Leoneans want today?   . . . . . . . 179
Conclusion   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 181

Acronyms  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 185


