Acknowledgements

The Peace of Timbuktu is an exciting story about an exciting subject: for
what could be more important than peace? It is the story of the thousands who
participated in the process of peacemaking. Have we sufficiently emphasized
the important role which was played by every man and woman and child living
and surviving in the Sahel? We cannot thank all of them individually. Let us
therefore thank every citizen and resident of Mali and Niger, and dedicate this
book to all those who work for peace in Africa.

A few groups of colleagues we must mention specifically. Individuals will
recognize our appreciation of their help as part of the group, whether as
administrators or field workers or researchers, or simply as friends. Firstly we
must thank the teams in UNDP and UNIDIR who have given us hospitality and
support. We thank also and warmly the other UN agencies which have
contributed to this Peace of Timbuktu over the past few years, in particular,
UNHCR, UNICEF, FAO and WFP in Mali, and the UN/DPA Centre for
Disarmament Affairs in New York.

Among our many friends in the political, administrative and technical
establishments of the Malian Government, we give particular thanks to leaders
and colleagues in the Commissariat au Nord, the Ministry of Armed Forces and
Ex-Combatants, the Ministry of Arid Lands, the Ministry of Industry, Artisans
and Tourism, the Ministry of Territorial Administration and Internal Security,
the Decentralization Mission, and the Governorships in the Regions of
Timbuktu, Gao and Kidal.

The Peace of Timbuktu has been a triumph for grassroots diplomacy,
necessitating special recognition for leaders and animators of civil society: both
traditional community leaders, and those men and women who lead the modern
associations and NGOs. We have tried to recognize them all in the text of our
story, showing their dedication to development and peace building. But we
must mention certain groups who have provided particular inspiration for our
analysis for the present study: the Fondation du Nord, Institut Philanthra, the
Coordination of Women’s Associations, the African Commission for Health
and Human Rights (CAPSDH), the World Council of Churches, the CCA-ONG
and its “Pivot Groups”, SCF, ACORD, Oxfam, Novib and the journalists of
IMRAD and AMAP.

Specific thanks to Kare Lode and AEN for permission to reproduce two
maps (in Annex 1); to the Commissariat au Nord for permission to use the

ix



X A Peace of Timbuktu

children’s pictures; to Mamadou Haidara, Amadou Ciss¢, Hallassy Sidibé,
Urbain Dembélé, C.O. Diarrah, André Marty, Kare Lode, George Thompson,
Adame Ba, Nna Cissé, Fatou Haidara, Fanta Diabaté, Aminata Traore, Michelle
Elcoat, Zakiatou walet Halatine and Sandrine Rospabe for sharing their
research findings with us; and to our fathers Edward and Youssouf for their
wisdom, their knowledge of West Africa, and their love of peace.

A final special “thank you” must go to the UNIDIR editorial committee of
Christophe Carle, Lara Bernini and Anita Blétry, whose expertise and attention
to detail have made the publication possible.

Naturally the errors belong only to us. The same is true of the opinions
expressed in this book, which do not necessarily reflect the official position of
the United Nations, and which engage the responsibility of nobody but
ourselves.

Robin-Edward Poulton Ibrahim ag Youssouf



